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a quarantine against the Hawaiian Islands, New Caledonia, and the 
Ohman. 

EespectfuUy, John Hat, Secretary of State. 

Hon. Seceetaey of the Treasuky. 

[Indosure — ^Translation.] 

"Washington, D. C, February 11, 1900. 
Sib : I have received, and now send you a copy of the following telegram from the 
royal minister of the interior : 

" EOME, February 11, 1900. 
" Italian Embassy, Washington: 

"By to-day's ordinance of Maritime Health, No. 5, the ports of New Caledonia, the 
Hawaiian Islands and Ohman are declared infected with the bubonic plague, and the 
provisions of the ordinances of May 8, 1897, No. 3 ; July 15, 1897, No, 6, and January 
23, 1900, No. 1, will be applied to vessels coming from those ports. The operations of 
maritime health will be effected exclusively at the ports of Genoa, Leghorn, Naples, 
Palermo, Messina, Brindisi, and Venice, which alone can, therefore, be the first landing 
place of such vessels. 

" Beetolini, For the Minister." 
Respectfully, 

Fava. 
Hon. Seceetaky of State. 

japan. 

Precautions against plague. 

Yokohama, Japan, January 25, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, on the evening of 
it's dispatch, of your cablegram of the 20th instant, as follows : "Eggs 
packed in and vegetables from infected soil forbidden. Notify Hong- 
kong, Amoy, and Kobe," and to report that, in accordance therewith, 
I immediately telegraphed Passed Assistant Surgeon Perry, at Hong- 
kong, A. B. Johnson, United States consul at Amoy, and Acting Asst. 
Surg. J. B. Fowler, at Kobe, and, in addition to J. W. Davidson, 
United States consul at Tamsui, Formosa, and 0. B. Harris, United 
States consul at Nagasaki, the 2 officials last mentioned belonging to 
the district of this consulate-general, and Tamsui, in particular, being 
a point of danger on account of the existence of plague there, and the 
frequent shipment from that port of cycads and other plants. 

Eespectfully, Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8., Sanitary Inspector. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Yokohama, Japan, January 25, 1900. 
Sir: I have the honor to inclose herewith copy of circular to ship- 
ping companies issued by me in accordance with your cablegram of the 
20th instant. 

Eespectfully, Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, JJ. 8. M. H. 8., Sanitary Inspector. 
The Surgeon-General, 

0. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Inolosure— Circular.] 

Yokohama, January SI, 1900. 

SiE : In accordance with instructions received by cable from Washington, the ship- 
ment to United States territory, including Hawaii and the Philippine Islands, of the 
following articles from any region affected by plague is prohibited. 

Eggs packed in loam or clay. 

Bulbs pacl^ed in loam or clay. 

Plants or vegetables grown in infected soil. 
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The shipment of these articles from any port in Japan will only be permitted upon 
the production of satisfactory evidence of their origin and prex>aration ontside of any 
area in -which infection exists. 

For the purposes of this circular, the occurrence of a single case of plague, or the 
detection of the plague bacillus in rats, in any given district, will constitute infection 
of that locality. 

Stuaet Eldbidgb, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. E. 8. 
Approved : 

J. F. GOWEY, 

Conml-Oeneral of United States. 
A true copy. 

Stuabt Eldeidge, M. D., 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. if. H. 8. 

Reports from Tokohama, Kobe, and Osaka. 

Yokohama, Japan, January 26, 1900. 

SiE : I have the honor to report that the outbreak of plague in Japan 
appears to be, at least for the present, arrested. At Kobe, where it first 
became epidemic, there has been no case since December 23, and, at 
Osaka, where, at the date of my last return, January 12, pneumonic 
plague was actively epidemic, no case has been met with since the 13th 
instant. 

The ofQcial summing up of undoubted cases, all of which seem to have 
been fatal, is now : Kobe, 19 ; Osaka, 52 ; single scattering cases else- 
where, 5 ; total, 76. 

The sudden cessation of the disease at Osaka coincided with the onset 
of unusually cold weather, which still continues. 

The efforts of the sanitary authorities to control and eradicate the 
malady have been most energetic and intelligent, and the native medi- 
cal profession deserves the highest praise for its prompt and brave 
response to the call of the Government. At Osaka, for instance, imme- 
diately after the attack of the 3 physicians and their families, reported 
in my letter of January 12, in answer to the appeal of the city officials, 
175 physicians offered their services. For the general work of the san- 
itary bureau of the home department, too, involving direct and con- 
stant connection with the infection, there has been no lack of volun- 
teers, and in both cases for a very inadequate compensation. 

The sanitary officers in all the towns and cities of central Japan, 
and, in fact, more or less throughout the country, are continuing their 
precautionary measures, including house-to house inspection, enforce- 
ment of thorough cleansing in every respect, and the encouragement of 
the destruction of rats, for which a price is paid upon delivery at the 
police stations. From the 15th to the 23d instant some 3,000 of these 
rodents were killed in Tokyo and the campaign still goes on. 

Such general, and, probably, well founded fear of the awakening of 
the epidemic in the coming spring is felt that the sanitary work now in 
progress is likely to be carried on. 

The plague in Formosa, which appeared to be, for some months, in 
abeyance, has recently increased, but I am unable to obtain statistics. 
EespectfuUy, Stuart Bldridge, M. D., 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. R. 8. 

The Surgeon- Geneeal, 

U. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 



